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June is Pet Preparedness Month! This month urges people with pets

to make preparations and plan for what to do with their pets in case

they should be hit by a hurricane, flood, or other natural disaster.

July is Lost Pet Prevention Month! Do regular checks of the security

of your fence and yard; be aware of where your pets are when

opening doors to outside; check their collars and tags for wear and

tear; and keep their microchip's information up to date.

August is National Dog Month! Held during the dog days of summer,

it celebrates all the special joy of dogs. Give your dogs some extra

attention, play time, training, pets, and snuggles this month!

We will be CLOSED Monday, July 4, in observance of Independence

Day and Monday, September 5, in observance of Labor Day.

THE LAKEWOOD LATEST
Pet Gazette

It's Time For Fun In The Sun!
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LAUGHTER IS THE BEST MEDICINE

Summer

Reminders:
 

Limit exercise to early

morning or evening

hours.

 Make sure your pets

have plenty of shade

and fresh water.

Never leave them in a

parked car.

BEAT THE HEAT!
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THE CASE OF
THE ALMOST BROKEN JAW

Meet Hailey, an 8-year-old toy breed female dog. During her wellness

examination recommendations were made to pursue a complete

examination and cleaning of Hailey’s teeth under anesthesia due to

tartar buildup (brown stuff on the teeth), gingivitis (red gums),

receding gum line, and bad breath. Here is a photograph of her

lower left first molar (red arrow) before the cleaning.

Continued on the next 2 pages
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THE CASE OF
THE ALMOST BROKEN JAW... Continued

X-rays taken of this tooth revealed that the rear root of the tooth lost

all bony attachment and the infection had progressed almost

entirely through the mandible (jawbone). Notice the large V-shaped

black area around the tooth root.  The arrows pointing to the black

area in the jawbone indicate the area of bone infection that has

weakened the bottom of the jawbone.  Keep in mind, there was no

indication of infection (bleeding, pus) outside of her mouth (except

her bad breath).  She was swallowing all the pus that was being

produced by this bone infection.  
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THE CASE OF
THE ALMOST BROKEN JAW... Continued

For comparison, here is the equivalent lower first molar tooth on

Hailey’s right side. Notice there is no V-shaped black area around the

root tips. The white bone extends all the way to the tooth roots.

Without treatment, Hailey’s jaw would have likely broken during

normal eating or normal activity. Despite the extensive infection in

her mouth, Hailey’s owners had no idea this was happening. You and

I would call the dentist for help because of the pain, but dogs can’t

tell us when their mouth hurts and they can’t comprehend that they

should expect to have a pain-free mouth. They continue to eat, drink,

and even play with toys despite serious disease in their mouth, and

Hailey was no different.

We were able to surgically extract her tooth, clean out the food,

debris and pus from the hole in the bone, and suture the area closed.

Hailey was rechecked and is doing very well postoperatively!
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