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WHAT'S NEW!
We will be inviting pet

parents back into the

hospital on limited basis

starting June 15! Please

check our website for all

the details!

June is Adopt A Cat
Month! Check out your

local shelters; the purrfect

cat just may pick you!

July is Pet Hydration
Awareness Month! Check
out our Hot Weather

Safety Tips below!

THE LAKEWOOD LATEST
Pet Gazette

Say hello to summer!

www.lakewoodanimalhospital.org
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Give your pets plenty of fresh, clean water every day!

 Know the signs of overheating:

 excessive panting/difficulty breathing

 drooling

 weakness, wobbly legs, stupor, or collapsing

 vomiting and diarrhea

 increased heart and respiratory rate

 Animals with flat faces, like Pugs and Persian cats, are more susceptible to

heat stroke so make sure they have a cool place inside.

 Don't over-exercise your pet in the heat.

 Never leave your animals alone in a parked vehicle.

 Paw pads can burn! Place the back of your hand on the ground. If you can't

hold it there for at least 5 seconds then it's too hot for your pet to walk.

 If your pet likes to swim in a pool, lake, or ocean be sure to supervise them!

Consider a life vest and rinse them off after they are done in the water.

Hot Weather Safety Tips
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LAUGHTER IS THE BEST MEDICINE
What do you call a Labrador at the beach in August?
Answer: A hot dog!

What does the cat say after making a joke?
Answer" “Just kitten!”

What did the dog say to the flea?
Answer: Quit bugging me!

What do cats like to eat on a hot day?
Answer: A mice-cream cone!
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A young German Shepherd came to Lakewood for evaluation

because she had not been finishing her dog food for approximately

two weeks. She vomited two golf balls the morning she presented.

We obtained x-rays of her abdomen.

CASE STUDY

Case study continued on next page.

We counted 10 golf balls in her stomach!
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CASE STUDY CONTINUED..

While the throat and esophagus were stretchy enough to allow the

golf balls to be swallowed, the intestines were not large enough to

allow these to pass through without causing problems. If they had

left the stomach and made it to the intestines they may have

become stuck causing an obstruction. Intestinal obstruction is

dangerous and will lead to rapid deterioration and death if not

treated quickly. Luckily for this patient, the balls were still in the

stomach.

One option to remove foreign objects from the stomach is

endoscopy. Endoscopy involves anesthetizing the patient so a long

flexible tube with a camera on the end can be threaded through the

mouth, down the esophagus and into the stomach. The flexible tube

also has a channel that accommodates special instruments to pass

through and be used wherever the camera is. If endoscopy is not an

option, we can surgically open the stomach and retrieve the objects.

This patient was referred for endoscopy. A collapsible wire basket

was inserted into the stomach along with the camera in an attempt

to retrieve the balls. Unfortunately, her esophagus and the opening

to her stomach were too irritated and swollen to allow the balls to

be pulled back out. She was transferred to surgery while she was

still asleep and all of the balls were surgically removed from her

stomach.

She made a full recovery!






