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April is Heartworm
Awareness Month! Show
your love for your pet by

keeping them on their

heartworm prevention

year round!

May is Chip Your Pet
Month! Microchipping

your pet increases your

chance of being reunited

if they get lost! Keep your

information up to date if

they are already chipped!

We will be CLOSED
Monday, May 30, in

observance of Memorial

Day.

THE LAKEWOOD LATEST
Pet Gazette

Hello Spring! Goodbye Winter!

LAUGHTER IS THE BEST MEDICINE
Q: What kind of dog likes taking a bath?

A: A shampoodle!
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WHY IS MY DOG SO ITCHY?
Dr. Amy Olson DVM

We see A LOT of itchy patients at

Lakewood. There are three main

causes of itch: parasites (ear mites,

skin mites, and fleas), infection

(bacterial and yeast infections), and

allergies (food and environmental).

It is important to identify the

underlying cause of the itch so

proper treatment can be

implemented and recurrence can be prevented or minimized.

We evaluated a middle-aged Boxer for a one-month duration

of itch. She had been diagnosed with a bacterial skin

infection at another veterinary facility and was treated with

anti-itch therapy and antibiotics. Although there was an

initial response to the medication, the itch was worsening.

This patient had hair loss around her trunk, armpits, and ear

tips and was scratching herself excessively. We performed

some simple skin tests including a skin smear and a skin

scraping. A skin smear involves squishing a glass slide on the

abnormal areas of skin to look for yeast and bacteria. A skin

scraping involves using an instrument to scrape an area of

the skin to look for parasites.

CONTINUED on the next page
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When this patient’s samples were evaluated under a

microscope, we found bacteria on her skin smear and live

sarcoptes scabei mites on her skin scrape!

This patient’s bacterial infection was caused by sarcoptic

mange which explains why the previous therapy was not

working. These little scabies mites cause intense itch that is

often not responsive to steroids or other anti-itch

medications. The mites are contagious to other dogs and

people, but are usually easy to control with many of the

prescription flea/tick medications. This patient was treated

with an oral parasiticide medication to treat the mites and an

antiseptic shampoo regimen to treat the bacterial infection.

Her itch improved quickly and within two weeks the owner

reported she was doing well. We saw her two months after

her diagnosis of scabies (for a different reason) and we

confirmed her skin was back to normal.

WHY IS MY DOG SO ITCHY? ...CONTINUED



4 MUST DOS WITH YOUR
PET THIS SPRING!

GET OUTSIDE

SPRING CLEANING

PLAY HIDE AND SEEK

KEEP THE BUGS AWAY

Enjoy the fresh air! Spend some time bonding in the
great outdoors by going for a walk or hike or checking
out a new park together. It's good for you and your
pet's physical and mental health!

Throw out or donate any toys, bedding, or leashes/collars that
are too worn or not being used. You can also deep-clean beds
and blankets in the washer and scrub out litter boxes, bowls,
water fountains, and non-fabric toys. Also, clean up their yard
space and double check for any hazards.

Play a new game inside on a rainy day or in the yard on a nice
day! Hide their favorite toy or yummy treats and encourage them
to search them out. They will pick up on the game pretty quick
and have a blast finding the reward!

The warmer weather brings along more bugs and pests.
Keep them off your pets and out of your house by
keeping them on their flea/tick/heartworm prevention
every month!




