PET GAZETTE
LAKEWOOD ANIMAL HOSPITAL

IN THIS
ISSUE
1-3 Summer and 4th
of July Dangers

-

SUMMER 2018

4 Independence Day
Dangers For Pets
By Ahna Brutlag, DVM, MS, DABT, DABVT, Justine Lee, DVM; DACVECC;
DABT; CEO, VETgirl, Pet Poison Helpline staff

3 Laugh Corner!

Loud noises aren't the only worry pets face on July
Fourth. Keep pets safe and have your vet's and
emergency vet's phone number handy!

4-5 Pet Travel Safety

FIREWORKS

6 Kitten Socialization

Dangers: Everything from small smoke bombs
and sparklers to large aerial displays has the
potential to burn curious and unsuspecting
pets. What’s more, fireworks can contain a
variety of heavy metals that are used as
coloring agents and may cause heavy-metal
poisoning if ingested.

July is National
Lost Pet Prevention
Month - Check Your
Pet's Chip & Keep
Registration Info. Up
To Date!

Clinical signs: The face, muzzle, lips, tongue, and paws are
most common places pets get burned by fireworks. If ingested,
the heavy metals or other materials may cause vomiting, lethargy,
diarrhea, jaundice, tremors, and seizures.
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Independence Day Dangers Continued..
GLOW-IN-THE-DARK JEWELRY AND GLOW STICKS
Dangers: Cats seem to especially enjoy chewing on these colorful, glowing
sticks and necklaces. Though not highly toxic, the liquid material inside of
glow jewelry and glow sticks contains a substance called dibutyl phthalate.
This compound is capable of causing immediate stinging or a burning
sensation on any tissue that it contacts.
Clinical signs: Dramatic salivation is the most common sign upon ingestion; this is especially
true in cats. Other signs include pawing at the mouth, running frantically, hiding or acting fearful,
and vomiting.
HOT WEATHER AND HEAT STROKE
Dangers: Overweight or obese dogs, large breed dogs, those with heavy muscling (pit bulls,
boxers), or those that are brachycephalic (i.e., smooshed-nosed dogs like bulldogs, Shih Tzus,
and pugs) are predisposed to overheating due their poor ability to dissipate heat. Dogs with
health problems like laryngeal paralysis are also predisposed to heat stroke.
The most dangerous temperature is often 80 degrees Fahrenheit in the presence of 70 percent
or 80 percent humidity. At this temperature—and higher temperatures—less evaporative cooling
and heat loss take place so the body is unable to cool itself well through panting.
Cats and dogs inside closed cars—even with the windows slightly open—that are exposed to
direct sun face a dangerous risk of heat stroke. Even when the temperature is as low as 75
degrees Fahrenheit, the inside of a car can heat up to 120 degrees Fahrenheit in less than 20
minutes, resulting in death in less than an hour.
Clinical signs: Signs of heat stroke while exercising: constant panting,
slowing down, collapse, dark red gums, little urine production (or very
concentrated, yellow/brown urine), and lethargy. Pets with heat stroke
frequently have body temperatures greater than 108 degrees Fahrenheit,
which often leads to permanent organ damage (kidney failure, bloody
diarrhea), altered clotting (disseminated intravascular coagulation), or death.
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Independence Day Dangers Continued..
PICNIC FOODS
Dangers:
Some common July Fourth picnic goodies can pose serious health risks for dogs and cats.
• Corncobs: While corn is certainly not toxic to pets, the cob can easily become lodged in a dog’s
esophagus or intestines, often requiring surgical removal.
• Grapes and raisins: Though these make great treats for people and are often found in healthy
summer salads, even small numbers of grapes and raisins can cause sudden kidney failure in
dogs and, potentially, cats. Some pet-safe picnic foods include carrots, peas, green beans, and
apples.
• Meat scraps and drippings: Dogs love to hover around the grill and will ingest almost anything
that falls from it. The most problematic grill foods for pets, especially dogs, are large, fatty meat
scraps and large amounts of grease in grill drip pans. When dogs eat large amounts of fat and
grease, they may suffer from pancreatitis (inflammation of the pancreas), which is painful and
potentially life-threatening. Certain breeds, especially miniature Schnauzers, are more likely to
develop pancreatitis.
Clinical signs:
• With fatty meat or corncob ingestion, delayed onset vomiting will occur one
to four days later, and pets may experience abdominal pain, diarrhea (with
or without blood), no stool production or straining to pass stool, and a
reduced appetite. Lethargy may also be seen with pancreatitis or a bowel
obstruction.
• Following the ingestion of grapes and raisins, vomiting within a few hours is
typical. Within one to four days, pets may experience increased urination,
increased thirst, lethargy, and a reduced appetite.

Laughter. It's a miracle drug, it's free, and it's just what
this doctor ordered.
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Tips For Staying Together
While Travelling
Lost Pet Prevention Starts With Leashes & Collars
1.) Check your leashes! Like everything else, leashes sometimes need to be
replaced – especially if your pup thinks it’s a chew toy! Check the latch regularly to be
sure the spring is operating properly, and examine the entire leash for damage.
2.) Always leave your pets collar on. When in an unfamiliar environment, it’s safer to
leave your pet’s identification tags on at all times…just in case.
3.) If your dog is a “Houndini” use a harness. One of the benefits of using a harness
is that it can provide some extra security for your dog. It’s a lot harder for a pup to
wiggle out of his harness than it is for him to slip his collar.
4.) Be mindful of how you hold the leash. Dog walking takes dexterity! You’re juggling
multiple leashes, a handful of treats, and a full waste bag in search of the proper
receptacle – it’s easy to get careless with your grip on the leash.
5.) Start with a collar that fits correctly. A properly fitted collar should be snug around
your dog’s neck, allowing just enough room for you to slip two fingers underneath.
Collars that are too loose can slip over your pet’s head if they suddenly shift into
reverse.
For pet’s in the car, there’s a proper order to things.
1.) When you’re ready to leave, put your pet in the car, fasten his seatbelt or put him
in his carrier, and then remove his leash. When you arrive, reattach his leash and
then remove him from the carrier or unbuckle his seatbelt.
What’s good for the car also works well in the hotel.
1.) Clip your dog’s leash on before you open the door of your hotel room, even if it’s
just to put out your “Do Not Disturb” sign or to ask housekeeping to come back later.
2.) Your dog may come to you every time you call him in your backyard, but with new
sites to sniff and friends to make, his recall may not be as good away from home.
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If your pet somehow does become lost while you’re traveling, you’ll have a
much better chance of getting them back if you’re prepared.
1.) Make sure your pet’s ID tag is up-to-date and has a phone number
where you can be reached while you’re traveling.
2.) Have your pet microchipped, so he can be identified if his collar breaks
and his ID tags are lost.
3.) Carry a current photo of your pet or setup an online profile for him, so
you can easily make “Lost Pet” posters.
4.) Reach out to every shelter, dog pound, and veterinarian in the area to
inform them that your pet is lost.
5.) If you have friends or contacts in the area, ask them to share the
information about your pet with their social media network.

Courtesy of

June is National Adopt a Cat Month
We are full swing into "kitten season".
Check out local rescue group Cause 4
Paws if you are interested in adopting,
fostering, or donating!
cause4pawslocustgrove.com
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